
C A R T E R   B A R S T A D

HOMETOWN REALTY GROUP  ·  EAU CLAIRE, WISCONSIN

Lake Altoona
A dock behind the house. Downtown down the road.

AN EXPANDED LAKE GUIDE · EAU CLAIRE COUNTY

840 ACRES · 9.9 MILES OF SHORELINE · TEN MINUTES FROM DOWNTOWN

840 acres
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shoreline

25 ft
Maximum depth

1938
Created when the Altoona dam
impounded the Eau Claire River
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Why people love it here
• The metro's in-town lake: an 840-acre reservoir on the Eau Claire River directly east of Eau Claire, bordering the city

of Altoona — real fishing, ten minutes from downtown.

• The DNR's 2025 fisheries survey describes a well-known panfish fishery plus walleye, smallmouth and largemouth
bass, northern pike, and musky.

• Lake Altoona County Park anchors the south shore with the county's main landing and beach area — a beach day
without owning frontage.

• Two lakes in one: the deeper west and south shores near the dam feel in-town; the quieter river-delta east end feels
like a cabin retreat.

Real map in Carter's CMA style — OpenStreetMap data, not to survey scale.

WHERE IT IS

Lake Altoona in gold — on the Eau Claire River at the east edge of the
metro, minutes from downtown Eau Claire.

Lake facts: Wisconsin DNR Lake Altoona Fisheries Survey Report, 2025, and the Wisconsin DNR lake page for Lake Altoona (sources on the closing page). For the city around the lake —
subdivisions, schools, River Prairie — see the companion Altoona guide in this set.

The reservoir that became the neighborhood lake
The lake was created in 1938, when the Altoona dam impounded the Eau Claire River for recreation and water
conservation; Eau Claire County owns and operates the dam, and no power is generated. Lake Altoona County Park
anchors the south shore with the county's main landing and beach area.

The lake sits at the east edge of the Eau Claire–Altoona metro. The west end near the dam is minutes from Eau Claire
neighborhoods and the River Prairie district; the east end reaches up the Eau Claire River toward the quieter,
shallower delta. Which end you buy on decides whether this feels like an in-town home with a dock or a river-cabin
retreat.

The homes & cabins
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Shoreline development is established and mostly year-round: a mix of older lake homes and cottages, updated and
rebuilt homes on the deeper south and west shores, and quieter places up the river end. Because the lake is inside
the metro, these are typically primary homes with docks, not remote cabins — you trade wilderness for a ten-minute
run to groceries, schools, and work.

What to watch for

• Water depth at the dock, especially toward the river-delta east end where sediment builds up.

• How the winter drawdown (roughly two feet) affects that shoreline, dock, and lift setup.

• Any lake-district assessments or dredging history attached to the property — the Lake Altoona Rehabilitation and
Protection District is active here.

• Septic age and compliance, and well test results.

• Flood history and insurance for low river-end lots.

Schools & services
Shoreline addresses fall in the Altoona and Eau Claire Area school districts depending on the side of the lake —
confirm the assignment for a specific address. City and county services are close at hand, though many lake homes
still run on private septic; ask for system records either way.

On the water & everyday life
• Panfish, walleye, and bass fishing that the DNR surveys regularly — a home-water fishery you can use before or after

work.

• Two public boat landings, with the Eau Claire County landing on the south shore getting most of the use.

• Lake Altoona County Park for the beach-day, picnic, and launch routine without owning frontage.

• Kayaking and paddling — calmer water than the big flowages, with the Eau Claire River continuing upstream toward
Big Falls for river days.

• River Prairie's restaurants and events, Altoona's schools and services, and downtown Eau Claire all within about ten
minutes — the Altoona guide covers the city side.

Who it fits — and the honest trade-offs

GOOD FIT IF… THINK IT THROUGH IF…

You want lake living as part of everyday life — a dock behind
the house, fishing after dinner, and a normal metro
commute. No other lake in this guide set sits this close to
Eau Claire.

Water conditions need understanding: the DNR classifies
the lake as eutrophic, the river delivers an ongoing load of
sand that periodically requires dredging, and a roughly
two-foot winter drawdown limits ice damage — all
manageable, all worth knowing before you buy a shallow
east-end lot.

Showing-day checklist
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• Check water depth at the dock — especially at the east river-delta end.

• Pull septic records and a well test.

• Tour one deep-shore home and one river-end home to compare.

• Ask about lake-district assessments and dredging history.

Good next step
Tour one home on the deeper west/south shore and one up the river end, and check the water at the dock at both.
Carter can tell you what recent lake sales actually closed for, street by street, so the convenience premium is priced
honestly.

Taxes & total cost
The short version: On the Altoona side, about $318 a month on a $250,000 home, with the school district the biggest
piece of it. Shoreline parcels inside the lake district itself run higher — about $373 a month on the same value —
because the lake work rides on top.

Lake Altoona has no single tax rate, and any guide that gives you one is guessing. The shoreline sits mainly in the City
of Altoona, with lake parcels also in the surrounding towns, and each municipality levies its own rate. The primary
rate to know is the city’s: for the 2025 levy — the bills Eau Claire County mailed in December 2025, payable in 2026 — a
home in the City of Altoona in the Altoona School District carried a net rate of $15.25 per $1,000 of assessed value
(Eau Claire County Treasurer, 2025 Mill Rates). A mill is just $1 for every $1,000, and the tax is figured on the assessor’s
value, which is supposed to track market value but can sit above or below what a home actually sells for.

Where the dollar goes follows the jurisdiction the parcel sits in. Across the City of Altoona’s whole 2025 tax roll
(Wisconsin Department of Revenue, 2025 Statement of Taxes), the apportioned levy split roughly like this:

• School district — about 43% of the levy, the biggest driver. Lake addresses fall in the Altoona or Eau Claire Area
districts depending on the side of the lake.

• City of Altoona — about 35% for parcels inside the city; town parcels pay their town levy instead, which is a big
reason town rates run lower.

• Eau Claire County — about 17%.

• Chippewa Valley Technical College — about 4%.

• Lake Altoona District — where it applies. City parcels inside the lake district paid a net rate of $17.90 instead of $15.25
on the county’s 2025 sheet; that extra 2.65 mills funds the lake district’s work on the water this guide describes.

Here is the math, step by step, on a round $250,000 example — this guide lists no median lake price, and the example
treats the price as the home’s assessed value:

1. Step 1 — the value: $250,000, treated as the assessed value, for a City of Altoona parcel in the Altoona School District.

2. Step 2 — the annual tax: $250,000 ÷ 1,000 = 250.0; 250.0 × $15.25 = about $3,814 a year, call it $3,810.

3. Step 3 — the monthly tax: $3,810 ÷ 12 = about $318 a month. The same value inside the lake district, at $17.90, bills
about $4,480 a year — roughly $373 a month.

What that estimate leaves out: Wisconsin knocks two credits off after the bill is calculated — the lottery and gaming
credit ($186.34 for a primary home in the Altoona district in 2025) and the first dollar credit ($62.11) — so a qualifying
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home’s real check is roughly $248 smaller than the gross figure. Special charges and any lake-district assessments are
not in the rate; they ride on top of it, and the guide’s advice stands: ask about assessment and dredging history for the
specific property. Town parcels run different math entirely — a $250,000 value in the Town of Washington in the
Altoona district, at $11.08, bills about $2,770 a year — because a town levies for fewer services than a city does.
Whichever shore you land on, put the tax line in the full monthly equation: mortgage payment, plus taxes, plus
insurance — about $318 a month at the city rate on this example, before the credits come off.

See how all 28 areas compare: Chippewa Valley property taxes, side by side.

Questions lake buyers ask
How big is Lake Altoona?
840 acres, with 9.9 miles of shoreline and a maximum depth of 25 feet. It is a reservoir on the Eau Claire River, created
in 1938 when the Altoona dam impounded the river for recreation and water conservation; Eau Claire County owns
and operates the dam, and no power is generated.

Which end of the lake should I buy on?
That depends on the life you want. The deeper west and south shores near the dam feel in-town, minutes from Eau
Claire neighborhoods and the River Prairie district. The east end reaches up the Eau Claire River toward the quieter,
shallower delta and feels like a river-cabin retreat. Tour one of each and compare, and check the water depth at the
dock at both.

What is the winter drawdown, and why does it matter?
The lake is drawn down roughly two feet in winter, which limits ice damage. It also affects a given shoreline, dock, and
lift setup differently from lot to lot — especially toward the east end — so ask how it plays out at the specific property,
and ask about lake-district assessments and dredging history while you are at it.

Which school district serves a lake address?
Shoreline addresses fall in the Altoona and Eau Claire Area school districts depending on the side of the lake. Confirm
the assignment for a specific address before you buy. Either way, city and county services are close at hand, though
many lake homes still run on private septic — ask for system records.

What fish are in Lake Altoona?
The DNR’s 2025 fisheries survey describes a well-known panfish fishery, plus walleye, smallmouth and largemouth
bass, northern pike, and musky. It is a home-water fishery the DNR surveys regularly — one you can use before or after
work.

Can I enjoy the lake without owning frontage?
Yes. There are two public boat landings, and Lake Altoona County Park anchors the south shore with the county’s
main landing and beach area — a beach day, a picnic, and a launch without owning frontage.

How much are property taxes in Lake Altoona?
On the Altoona side, about $318 a month on a $250,000 home. The rate is the City of Altoona’s net $15.25 per $1,000
of assessed value on the 2025 levy, with the school district the biggest piece; shoreline parcels inside the lake district
itself run higher — about $373 a month on the same value — because the lake work rides on top. The Taxes & total
cost section above breaks the whole bill down.

https://carterbarstad.com
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Lake facts: Wisconsin DNR Lake Altoona Fisheries Survey Report, 2025, and the Wisconsin DNR lake page for Lake Altoona (sources on the closing page). For the city around the lake — subdivisions,
schools, River Prairie — see the companion Altoona guide in this set.

Carter Barstad
Hometown Realty Group · WI License #97386-94

Thinking about a move? Call or text (715) 828-0039, or email Carter@echtrg.com — Carter can pull recent sold comps
for any street in this guide and line up showings so you can compare in person.
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